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HELLO, GROWERS! 

There are so many reasons  
to be excited about 2027  
at Darwin Perennials!
For starters, we’re making a bold move further into the 
ornamental grass category and taking our very first step into 
daylilies — a milestone moment for our assortment. These 
launches are especially meaningful to me personally, as much 
of my career was spent on the landscape side of the industry. 

With new categories come new opportunities. Our NEW 
grasses and daylilies are both available as bare root,  
which is a new product form to Darwin. This opens doors  
for our product development team for future intros. 

At Darwin Colombia, we continue to focus 
on producing the highest-quality unrooted 
perennial inputs. We are increasing our 
emphasis on best practices in harvesting, 
scouting and sanitation, and adjusting as more 
effective practices come to our attention.  
For a look behind the scenes of the life of an  
unrooted perennial cutting, check this out!

Darwin also offers unique and high-performing varieties from 
tissue culture. Some recent favorites include Rudbeckia 
Suntacular, Echinacea Sombrero® Fuchsia Fandango and 
Geranium Purple Glow. These varieties all shine just as brightly 
on a retail bench as they do in the landscape year after year.

Finally, don’t forget that your input and feedback greatly 
influence our breeding direction, production methods and 
customer support structure, so let us know what you think.

Thank you for your business and support.

Sincerely,

Mike Annes
Sales & Marketing Manager 
MAnnes@darwinperennials.com
(630) 588-3495
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1.	 Echinacea Sombrero® – Pages 44-45 
Sombrero – the latest addition to our Better Versions 
family – is better than older coneflower varieties, 
thanks to better habit, stronger winter hardiness  
and more flowers per plant!

2.	 Salvia ‘Blue by You’ – Page 118 
'Blue by You' is better than Salvia May Night because 
of earlier blooming, better habit and more reflushes  
throughout the season. 

3.	 Lavender ‘SuperBlue’ – Page 72 
'SuperBlue' is better than Lavender 'Hidcote' because 
of bigger blooms and a better habit in the landscape.

4.	 Nepeta Junior Walker™ – Page 89 
Junior Walker is better than Nepeta 'Walker's Low' 
because of earlier blooming in the landscape and 
a better habit that won't lodge open. 

Better Blooming.
Better Performance.
Better Availability.
After being trialed and evaluated 
for landscape performance across 
North America – and up to five years 
of market sales – we are pleased to 
present our top four Better Versions®!
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Magenta Glow
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Erysimum
Brightside™ Series
page 48 

Lilac

Saxifraga 
Marto™ 
Series
page 124

Phlox
Spring Splash™

Series
page 101

Hot Rose

Earliest Spring 

Early Spring Iberis 
‘Snowsation’ 
page 68

Early Spring 

Alyssum 
‘Golden Spring’
page 26

Earliest Spring 

Your Spring retail program can benefit from early-blooming 
perennials. Scan the QR code for ordering and production 
tips or to download our scheduling guide! 

Early Spring 

EARLIEST SPRING EARLY SPRING



NEW  
Poppin’ Pink
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Royal

SPRING SHOWCASE  |  5

Dark Pink

Geranium
Purple Glow
page 52

Late Spring/Early Summer

Mid Spring 

Lavender  
Anouk Series
page 74

Phlox Candy Cloud™

Series 
page 100

Mid Spring 

Mid Spring 

Pink Carpet

Mid Spring 

Dianthus 
Mountain Frost™

Series
page 42 

NEW Lavender
Butterfly
Garden™

Series
page 75

NEW  
Helianthemum 
SunBurst™ Series 
page 56

Mid Spring 

NEW Pink

LATE SPRING/EARLY SUMMER
MID SPRING



Pollinator News
•	 Many of your favorite fruits, nuts and vegetables rely  

on pollinators!

•	 Trends show homeowners embracing low-maintenance, 
pollinator-friendly lawns.

•	 Townhouse and apartment residents are seeking 
information on container gardening expressly for 
attracting pollinators.

Look for the hummingbird icon to find 
pollinator-attracting perennials. 

Attracting hummingbirds, bees and 
butterflies is every gardener’s dream! 

Create a pollinator-focused retail display  
by including these varieties:

Agastache................................................................................................22-25
Buddleia...................................................................................................30-32
Digitalis...............................................................................................................41
Echinacea................................................................................................43-47
Gaura...........................................................................................................50-51
Hemerocallis........................................................................................ 58-59
Heuchera.................................................................................................65-66
Monarda................................................................................................... 82-85
Nepeta..................................................................................................... 86-90
Penstemon.............................................................................................92-96
Perovskia..................................................................................................97-98
Phlox......................................................................................................... 99-110
Salvia.......................................................................................................113-123
Veronica.............................................................................................. 136-140

Echinacea 
Sombrero® Rosada
pages 44-45 

Hemerocallis  
DayScape™ Scarlet Burst 
pages 58-59

Agastache 
Summerlong™ Coral

page 23

Digitalis 
Arctic Fox™ Rose

page 41

Penstemon
Mountain Treats™ 

Rose, page 94

View all of these varieties 
online and watch videos 
of hummingbirds in flight!

POLLINATOR
POWER
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Take advantage of the cut flower garden 
trend by adding these top-performing 
perennials to your program:
Achillea....................................................................................................................18-21
Delphinium.................................................................................................................40
Digitalis........................................................................................................................... 41
Echinacea............................................................................................................ 43-47
Heliopsis........................................................................................................................57
Hemerocallis.....................................................................................................58-59
Kniphofia....................................................................................................................... 70
Lavandula..............................................................................................................71-77
Leucanthemum...............................................................................................78-80
Monarda................................................................................................................82-85
Penstemon..........................................................................................................92-96
Perovskia.............................................................................................................. 97-98
Phlox......................................................................................................................99-110
Rudbeckia..........................................................................................................110-111
Salvia....................................................................................................................113-123
Sedum................................................................................................................ 126-131
Veronica........................................................................................................... 136-140

Six reasons perennials make ideal flowers:

1.	 Perennials return each year, reducing your 
planting time and costs.

2.	 Most perennials increase root strength and 
produce more sturdy stems each year.

3.	 Perennials offer extended bloom seasons.

4.	 Once established, perennials are more  
drought tolerant than annuals.

5.	 Perennial varieties display unique, visually 
interesting flower forms.

6.	 There is a high market demand for  
perennial cut flowers!

To find cut flowers throughout 
the catalog, look for this icon!

Hemerocallis  
DayScape™ 

Golden Yellow
pages 58-59

Hemerocallis  
DayScape™ 

Coral Frill 
pages 58-59

Lavender
Butterfly Garden™  

Plum Perfect
page 75

CUT
FLOWERS
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We’re here to help you GROW!

I love helping customers review and revamp their perennial 
programs. Our videos are perfect for this because growers 
can watch them whenever it’s convenient!

Darren Barshaw, Product Representative 
DBarshaw@darwinperennials.com

“
I have always been passionate about growing, especially 
young plants. Now, I have the joy of using my growing  
and travel experiences to help create useful resources  
for growers, such as our First-Year-Flowering Tool.

Christopher Fifo, Product Representative 
CFifo@darwinperennials.com

”

Which one  
would you ship?
When blooms can make or break a crop,  
you can’t afford to guess about timing.

Don’t guess. Visit 
FirstYearFloweringTool.com

Customize your growing schedule at

FirstYearFloweringTool.com.

Tune in to the Darwin Perennials’ YouTube channel  
for grower tips and behind-the-scenes tours!
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SMARTER PLANTS 
Plants With a Purpose

Plants can do so much besides add beauty to a garden. Plants stabilize soil 
to prevent erosion, provide flowers for arrangements and attract and feed 
vital pollinators. By choosing plants thoughtfully, a garden can be visually 

appealing while supporting our environment.

Here are a few varieties to help your customers plant with a purpose.

Genus Pollinator Deer 
Resistant

Drought Wet 
Soil

Shade Erosion / 
Groundcover

Long 
Bloom

4‑Season 
Interest

Cut 
Flower

Suggested  
Variety

Agastache X X X X Summerlong™ 
Series

Brunnera X X Frost King

Coreopsis X X X X UpTick™ Series

Delosperma X X Ocean Sunset™ 
Series

Echinacea X X X X X Sombrero® Series

Eupatorium X X X X X 'Little Joe'

Gaillardia X X X X Guapa Series

Geranium X X X X X Purple Glow

Grass  
Miscanthus X X X X X Bandwidth

Grass Panicum X X X X NEW Dream 
Catcher®  Series

Grass 
Schizachyrium X X X X NEW Free Spirit® 

Series

Hemerocallis X X X NEW Dayscape™ 
Series

Heuchera X X X X X Carnival Series

Lavandula X X X X NEW Butterfly 
Garden™ Series

Monarda X X X X BeeMine™  
Series

Nepeta X X X X X Junior Walker™

Penstemon X X X Rock Candy® 
Series

Perovskia X X X X X 'CrazyBlue'

Rudbeckia X X X X X X Suntacular

Salvia X X X X X 'Blue by You'

Sedum X X X X X NEW Lemon 
Sparkle

Veronica X X X X Skyward™ Series



The life of a cutting starts at 

Darwin Colombia
Delivering to you in full, on time and with high quality.

See for yourself! 
Take the tour now.

”

“
The unrooted and callused cuttings we receive from Darwin Colombia 
are nothing short of exceptional. Uniformity in cutting size, timing 
and order fulfillment give us what we need to be successful in our 
production. In the high-stakes world of greenhouse production, your 
finish is only as good as your starting material, and Darwin consistently 
sets the bar for high-quality inputs.

Tom Costamagna, Director of Horticulture 
Young’s Plant Farm

10  |  Darwin Colombia     Product information and culture charts at darwinperennials.com
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Lavandula Primavera 
Callused cutting vs. unrooted cutting

at 2 weeks

Buddleia Chrysalis™ Cranberry 
Callused cutting vs. unrooted cutting

at 2 weeks

Genesis™ Callused Cuttings =   
Better Propagation Success

The benefits of Genesis 
callused cuttings include: 
• Two weeks less in propagation.
• More uniform rooting.
• Less shrink.

Darwin Perennials has a number 
of classes available as Genesis 
callused cuttings, including:
Achillea......................................................................18-21
Armeria.............................................................................27
Artemisia..........................................................................28
Erysimum............................................................... 48-49
Euphorbia....................................................................... 50
Gaillardia..........................................................................52
Helianthemum	�����������������������������������������������������������56
Heliopsis..........................................................................57
Iberis.......................................................................... 67-69
Lavandula................................................................ 71-77
Lithodora......................................................................... 81
Perovskia.................................................................97-98
Phlox........................................................................ 99-110
Rosmarinus (Herbs)	������������������������������������������������62
Salvia......................................................................113-123
Saxifraga........................................................................124
Veronica............................................................. 136-140
Viola........................................................................ 141-142

”

“
Before we tried Darwin’s callused cuttings, our 
lavender cutting loss was close to 40%, but 
now it’s less than 10%. And prop time in the 
greenhouse is about 50% faster, so we can 
plant 2 to 3 weeks earlier! It’s a big advantage.

Mat McKellips, Head Grower and  
Ana Gonzalez, Production Manager 
The Pinery

Scan to see the most  
current list of products 
available as Genesis.
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Product Representative
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DARWIN PERENNIALS TEAM
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Karl Batschke

General Manager
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Rosmarinus 
Blue Cascade, pg 62

Echinacea Sombrero
Double Scoop

Watermelon Deluxe, pg 47

Kniphofia 
Glowstick, pg 70

Brunnera 
Frost King, pg 29

Helianthemum 
SunBurst™ Pink, pg 56

TEAM
FAVORITES
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“Kniphofia Glowstick offers a grass-like texture 
with vibrant yellow flowers appearing mid-Summer 
and blooming deep into Fall. Glowstick shines 
brightest when most of the perennial garden is 
winding down for the season, adding bright color and 
soft texture to the otherwise-fading landscape.”

Karl Batschke

“Rosmarinus Blue Cascade can do it all! This 
gorgeous, aromatic rosemary plant cascades beautifully 
from hanging baskets and container arrangements. 
It makes an excellent spiller in mixed combinations, 
softens the aesthetic of a retaining wall in the 
landscape and even adds fresh flavor to your dinner!”

Mike Annes

“Echinacea Double Scoop™  
Watermelon Deluxe has a WOW factor that's 
unbeatable! Gorgeous, deep-pink flowers start out  
with beautifully contrasting, darker-center cones 
that develop into fully double pompom flowers that 
completely cover the plant! Their high-impact color 
shines at retail and in the garden.”

Sarah Greenwood

“Low-maintenance Brunnera Frost King 
delivers huge silver leaves with showy green 
venation that brighten shady areas. It’s very deer 
resistant and holds up in the garden all season.”

Darren Barshaw

“Helianthemum SunBurst™ adds a fresh 
twist to an old-school genus by displaying larger 
flowers – and more of them – in early-Spring 
landscapes. Plants form a dense mat of beautiful, 
silvery-green foliage that holds up well in Summer 
landscapes. SunBurst is the best of both seasons!”

Christopher Fifo
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Heliopsis ‘Sundial’
page 57

Always Expanding on the Finest Genetics
Walters Gardens, Inc. has built their reputation on 
an extensive plant development and hybridizing 
program to deliver the highest-quality perennial plant 
genetics in the market.

We are excited to continue this partnership by 
offering their genetics from Darwin Colombia. 

The selection includes several fantastic  
varieties, such as:

NEW Delosperma FLASHMOB™ series......................................................... 39
NEW Heliopsis 'Sundial'...............................................................................................57
NEW Sedum 'Wineberry Delight'......................................................................130
NEW Veronica 'Jedi Gem'......................................................................................... 139

Delosperma 
FLASHMOB™ ‘Action Shot’
page 39

Sedum
‘Wineberry Delight’

page 130

WALTERS
GARDENS

14 

TRUSTED BREEDER PARTNER

Veronica
‘Jedi Gem’
page 139



Achillea 
Tutti Frutti 'Pink Grapefruit'

page 19

Buddleia  
Butterfly Gold
page 32

Euphorbia
 'Bonfire'
page 50

Rudbeckia
‘Viette’s Little Suzy’

page 110

Tried & Trusted™

Thanks to years of meticulous trialing and testing 
behind every plant, you can rely on Must Have 
Perennials to provide only the very best genetics.

Look for these Must Have top performers 
available exclusively as unrooted cuttings 
through Darwin Colombia:

Achillea Tutti Frutti series..................................................................................19
Buddleia Butterfly Gold....................................................................................32
Centaurea 'Amethyst Dream'........................................................................35
Delosperma 'Mountain Dew'.........................................................................39
Euphorbia 'Bonfire'............................................................................................... 50
Lavandula 'Blue Cushion'.................................................................................73
Rudbeckia 'Viette's Little Suzy'..................................................................110

MUST HAVE
PERENNIALS®

TRUSTED BREEDER PARTNER

 15
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Global Partners
Florensis – our partner breeder and young plant 
producer in The Netherlands – has been providing 
professional growers with excellent plant propagation 
materials and solutions since 1941.

With decades of experience in the perennials 
marketplace, our long-standing partnership with 
Florensis allows us to broaden our network and offer 
the most exciting, innovative varieties on the market.

We are pleased to offer these top-quality Florensis 
varieties from Darwin Colombia:

Achillea Milly Rock™ series..................................................................................... 20
Eupatorium Euphoria™ Ruby.................................................................................. 49
Gaillardia Guapa series................................................................................................52
Salvia Sensation® Compact series....................................................................117
Salvia Sensation® Medium Deep Rose..........................................................117
Saxifraga Marto™ series............................................................................................ 124
Veronica Venice Blue.................................................................................................. 138

Achillea 
Milly Rock™ Rose
page 20

Saxifraga 
Marto™ White 
page 124

Eupatorium 
Euphoria™ Ruby
page 49 

Gaillardia 
Guapa Flamenco Bicolor 

page 52

FLORENSIS

TRUSTED BREEDER PARTNER

16 



A-Z Listing

Grow your best season 
ever with more than 
600 popular varieties!

 17























































44  |  Echinacea     

ECHINACEA

SOMBRERO®

ECHINACEA 
(CONEFLOWER)
Echinacea x hybrida

DARWIN PERENNIALS

SOMBRERO® 
SERIES    

FirstYearFloweringTool.com 
for easy scheduling 

Available as tissue 
culture-raised liners

Height: 18 to 20 in. (46 to 51 cm)
Bloom Months: June to August
USDA Hardiness Zones: 4b to 9b

Sombrero’s vibrant colors are 
matched by its exceptional 
Winter hardiness and excellent 
landscape performance. 

•	Highly floriferous series is 
naturally well branched and 
compact for easy shipping. 

•	Excellent retail presentation, 
commanding a premium price. 

•	Well matched in habit and timing. 
•	Plant Sombrero in the Spring 

and sell it the same year. 
•	Ideal for 2.5-qt. pot size.

TOP SELLER Adobe Orange 
‘Balsomador’ PP26,639; US7,982,110 

Blanco ‘Balsomblanc’ 

Fuchsia Fandango Vibrant  
pink blooms on a well-branched, 
compact habit. ‘Balsomfand’ 
US7,982,110 

Granada Gold (pictured right) Rich, 
golden yellow, non-fading color. 
‘Balsomold’ PP30,115; US7,982,110 

TOP SELLER Lemon Yellow 
‘Balsomemyim’ PP30,116; US7,982,110 

Mandarin Mambo Amazing, 
next-level flower coverage and 
petal overlap feature first-year 
flowering on a uniform habit. 
Bold, bright orange flowers 
fade to a lovely peach color. 
‘Balsomambo’ US7,982,110 

Rosada Bright rose-pink 
flowers with dark purple 
stems. Suitable for garden 
and cut flower use. 
‘Balsomrosa’ PP33,011; 
US7,982,110

TOP SELLER Salsa Red 
‘Balsomsed’ PP23,105; US7,982,110 

Sangrita Scarlet-red with 
burgundy-red flower stems. 
‘Balsomanita’ PP30,138; US7,982,110 

Tres Amigos Shows three 
colors at once! Flowers 
open to peachy-coral, age to 
rose and fade to burgundy. 
‘Balsomtresgo’ PP30,750; 
US7,982,110 
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Fuchsia Fandango Mandarin Mambo

Blanco Granada Gold (also pictured on page 44)

Rosada

Tres Amigos

Sangrita

Adobe Orange

Salsa Red

Lemon Yellow

  BETTER VERSIONS®

by Darwin Perennials

Echinacea Sombrero 
is better than older 

coneflower varieties 
thanks to its better 

habit, stronger Winter 
hardiness and more 

flowers per plant.

Scan to see all the  
Better Versions varieties! 
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Hot Pink Improved

ECHINACEA 
(CONEFLOWER)
Echinacea x hybrida

DARWIN PERENNIALS

SOMBRERO POCO™ 
SERIES   

FirstYearFloweringTool.com 
for easy scheduling 

Available as tissue 
culture-raised liners

Height: 14 to 16 in. (36 to 41 cm)
Bloom Months: June to August
USDA Hardiness Zones: 4b to 9b

•	Sturdy plants are covered in 
blooms with bright, rich colors.

•	Compact, for better 
forcing and greenhouse 
growing performance.

•	Well matched in habit and timing.
•	Plant in Spring and sell 

the same year.

TOP SELLER Hot Coral 
‘Balsomcor’ PP23,097; US7,982,110 
NEW Hot Pink Improved 
‘Balsompotimp’ US7,982,110 
Red High-impact, red flowers. 
‘Balsompred PP34,897; US7,982,110 
White ‘Balsompocwi’ US7,982,110 

Yellow Unique, non-fading 
flowers last for weeks. 
‘Balsompocel’ US11,297,788; 
US7,982,110 

ECHINACEA

SOMBRERO POCO™

Yellow

Hot Coral Hot Coral

Red White

Exceptional Winter 
hardiness, excellent 
branching and proven 
landscape performance.
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Strawberry Deluxe

MandarinCranberryBubble Gum

Raspberry Deluxe

ECHINACEA 
(CONEFLOWER)
Echinacea x hybrida

DARWIN PERENNIALS

DOUBLE SCOOP™ 
SERIES   

FirstYearFloweringTool.com 
for easy scheduling 

Available as tissue 
culture-raised liners

Height: 22 to 24 in. (56 to 61 cm)
Bloom Months: June to August
USDA Hardiness Zones: 4a to 9b

•	Deluxe varieties bring the 
branching, flower count and 
timing of the Sombrero® 
Series to Double Scoop.

•	More compact with better 
branching and a higher 
flower count than the typical 
double-flowered Echinacea.

•	More reliable first year flowering.

Bubble Gum ‘Balscblum’ 
PP23,103; US7,982,110 
Cranberry ‘Balscanery’ 
PP24,769; US7,982,110 
Mandarin ‘Balscandin’ 
PP26,640; US7,982,110 
Raspberry Deluxe Radiant 
dark pink double blooms. 
‘Balscrasux’ PP35,823; US7,982,110 
Strawberry Deluxe A glamorous, 
deep red color. ‘Balscawbux’ 
PP35,760; USUS7,982,110 

Watermelon Deluxe 
Hot pink with an almost 
black eye when first 
opening. ‘Balscmelux’ 
PP35,743; US7,982,110 

Watermelon Deluxe

Watermelon Deluxe

Amazing flower 
coverage makes 
a bold statement 
in landscapes 
and gardens.

ECHINACEA

DOUBLE SCOOP™
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ERYSIMUM

BRIGHTSIDE™

White

Lemon Ice

Magenta Glow

ERYSIMUM 
(WALLFLOWER)
Erysimum cultivars

SELECTA ONE

BRIGHTSIDE™ 
SERIES    

Height: 18 to 22 in. (46 to 56 cm)
Bloom Months: February to April
USDA Hardiness Zones: 7a to 10b

•	More flowers, richer colors 
and better habit than standard 
erysimum when vernalized.

•	Perennial in the South, 
and makes a great deco 
container in the North.

•	Great for early-Spring, 
shoulder season production.

Bright Yellow (pictured right) 
‘KLEEY21079’ 
Lemon Ice ‘KLEEY21078’ 
Magenta Glow ‘KLEEY21069’ 
Orange (pictured right) 
‘KLEEY23096’ 
White (pictured right) ‘KLEEY24095’ 




































